      CALIFORNIA OPIATE MAINTENANCE PROVIDERS 

                                           December 16, 2004 

Dear Members;

As 2004 draws to a close, COMP has represented providers and their patients for almost 3 decades.  COMP represents more Narcotic Treatment Programs (NTP’s) than any other statewide organization. We have been and continue to be proud of our organization and its accomplishments.

Legislation

 SB 1838 (Chesbro) - This bill authorized NTP’s to treat patients using Buprenorphine, in compliance with Federal Rules.  It specifically assured that the State could not impose additional rules, and that new medicines could be added by regulation as contrasted to law.
AB 2136 (Goldberg) – This bill was intended to correct misunderstandings associated with indigency criteria and Sliding Scales. Although vetoed by the Governor, for unrelated reasons, COMP managed to gain agreement from the ADP regarding procedures to be followed by NTP’s in order to avoid problems associated with the lesser of cost or charges.  ADP is working with COMP to submit a new bill to codify the process.

First Annual Training and Educational Symposium
On September 2, 2004, COMP invited speakers provided information on topics including psychosocial aspects of opioid dependence treatment, dual diagnosis, medical aspects of methadone, hepatitis C and HIV, and much more. Approximately 180 persons attended the forum held at the New Otani Hotel, in Los Angeles. The event was sponsored by paid registrations and selected vendors. CEU’s were available. More such events are planned.

Besides legislation and training, COMP’s Board has met quarterly identifying and responding to matters of concern to NTP’s. Through our membership in the American Association for the Treatment of Opiate Dependence (AATOD), we have also been heard at the national level. For example, CSAT is now willing to consider exception requests to permit NTP patients Buprenorphine take home medication. 

Most recently AATOD held its 20th Annual National Conference, in Orlando Florida, and attended by well over 1,200 people. It was one of the most successful conferences in AATOD’s history.

Today, more than 1200 Opiate Treatment Programs (OTP’s) are providing methadone and increasingly Buprenorphine, to more than 220,000 patients. Although more methadone is being prescribed by private practitioners and obtained through pharmacies, DEA reports that OTP/NTP’s have not been responsible for the misuse or loss of significant amounts of controlled substances. As we witness more and more prescription drug abuse and increasing numbers of patients treated with controlled substances for pain relief, the likelihood of problems increases proportionately. To our credit, programs within California have demonstrated themselves to be professional, caring, security conscious, and responsive to these changing conditions. 

Happy Holidays and a great New Year!

Thank you.

Robert B.  Kahn

President

